
Mrs. Adam’s News of the Week 

 Fifth grade students are acclimating nicely to 5th grade and have spent these first few 

weeks familiarizing themselves with many new procedures.  Lockers can be a challenge, but we 

are getting better every day at opening our locks and keeping our things organized.  The 

transition of changing classes is getting smoother with fewer trips back to retrieve a needed 

item.  We will continue emphasize organizational strategies to help students remember their 

materials and be ready for each subject. 

 Our new edition of Everyday Math includes an online component that students can 

access in school and home.  Each student has a username and password on a label in their 

agendas.  Please feel free to explore the site with your child and become familiar with its 

various components.  Most helpful to parents is an online Student Reference Book that can be 

referred to as children complete homework.  We are investigating area and volume in our first 

unit along with simple expressions with parentheses.  Any way that you can help you child 

make connections to these concepts at home would help them to gain understanding of and 

purpose for learning them. 

 We spent the first weeks of science making observations of common things in our world 

like shells.  Careful observation is a very important step in the Scientific Method and students 

need to make detailed notes of their observations.  We discussed properties such as color, size, 

shape, and texture. We also have been introduced to new scientific tools which will help us to 

put together and take apart mixtures and solutions.  Students will continue to make detailed 

observations, record data, and analyze their results.  They will be working with other students 

in table groups and learning how to cooperate and consider the ideas and opinion of others.  

 In Social Studies we have been discussing various ways that geographers and historians 

break our country up into regions and how these regions assist us in making sense of our land 

and its people.   We have also been investigating how the environment shapes us and how we 

shape the environment.  This will lead us into our next chapter which will focus on how the First 

Americans found their way to what is now the United States.   

 As you can see, we have been busy and are off to a great start! 


